
commonly placed on a roadside for easy access by travelers and focus on a variety 
of historic themes.  Each organization has a standardized marker design that 
consists of a metal plaque with the names of the sponsors, the organization, and 
a brief history of the markerôs significance.  Historic markers are administered at 
local, state, and national levels by both public and private organizations and 
agencies.  

The most well-known markers in Georgia were designated by the Georgia 
Historical Commission or the Georgia Historical Society.  In 1951, the Georgia 
Historical Commission was created by the General Assembly to promote and 
increase the knowledge and understanding of Georgiaôs history.  Between 1952 
and 1968, the commission erected official state historical markers at selected 
public buildings and sites.  In 1972 the Georgia Historical Commission was 
abolished by the Executive Reorganization Act of 1972.  The Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources, State Parks and Historic Sites Division took over the 
historic marker program in 1973 and then transferred that responsibility to the 
Georgia Historical Society in the late 1990s.  The Georgia Historical Society was 
chartered by the Georgia General Assembly in 1839 and is the stateôs oldest 
cultural organization and the only statewide historical society.  Its goal is to 
preserve Georgiaôs history through education and research.
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within the Buckhead area boundaries.  The study area spans approximately 28 
square miles.  According to the Buckhead Guidebook, published yearly by the 
Buckhead Coalition, the boundaries of Buckhead were adopted by the Atlanta 
Regional Commission in 1991.  The west, north, and east boundaries are set by 
the Atlanta city limit line and the southern boundary is set by Peachtree Creek 
from the Chattahoochee River to Interstate 75, Interstate 75 to Interstate 85, and 
Interstate 85 to the eastern city limit line (as shown in the map above).  The 
boundaries incorporate U.S. Census tracts FIPS 009000 to 010000, which I later 
used to calculate the number of markers within each tract.

The purpose of mapping all of the historical markers within Buckhead is to 
have a visual inventory of where the markers are located and which sites are 
recognized and for what reasons.  Most of the project time was spent cross-
referencing resources to compile a thorough inventory of historical markers with 
the following information: location, year of designation, sponsoring organization, 
official webpage link, historical theme, and historical year represented.  

With the ArcGIS software, we will be able to analyze the results and 
determine what aspects of Buckhead history have been recognized, which areas 
are lacking recognition, when agencies reduced sponsorship for historical 
markers, and how these markers can be implemented into educational programs 
designed by the Buckhead Heritage Society. 

To conduct the analysis, a 
boundary was set for the Buckhead area 
and the historical markers within this 
boundary were mapped and categorized 
according to:
ÅThe year of designation for each 

marker
ÅThe historical theme(s) for each 

marker
ÅThe historical year(s) for each marker

Maps and charts were created to visually 
analyze the results.

Throughout Georgiaôs streets and highways 
there are over two thousand historical markers that 
serve to educate the public about the people, events, 
and sites that are historically important to the local 
community and the state.  The markers are 

This research project was done in 
collaboration with the Buckhead Heritage 
Society, a non-profit organization located in 
the North Atlanta area of Buckhead, which is 
about 4 miles north of central downtown.  
Buckhead Heritage strives to sustain the 
quality of life in Buckhead by identifying, 
preserving, and promoting its historic 
resources.

The research issue consisted of 
mapping all of the historical markers that fall

For the chart above: CD = Community Development; CW = Civil War; 
ES = Early Settlement; RS = Religious Site; WM = War Memorial; and 
HF = Historical Figure

A further analysis was done to count the number of historical 
markers in each U.S. Census tract within the boundaries of Buckhead.  
A choropleth map was produced to show which areas have the highest 
concentration of historical markers.  From the map and the chart 
above, we can see that only FIPS 009000, 009100, and 009700 
contain 11 or more markers, with 009000 containing the most.  The 
rest of the tracts have between one and six markers, with the 
exception of a few bordering tracts that have zero markers.

Most of the historical markers in Buckhead were designated in 
the year 1955 by the Georgia Historical Commission, after which the 
numbers rapidly declined until the last mapped marker was 
designated in 1989.  The majority of the markers denote a historical 
theme related to the Civil War (CW) and thus represent the year 1864. 

A large number of the historical markers are located in close 
proximity to each other along the southern region of Buckhead, near 
the I-75 and I-85 connection.  The markers disperse farther apart in 
the northern direction.  There are also various markers scattered 
along the sides of Peachtree Creek, most likely due to the Civil War 
battles in this area.

A special thank you to Erica Danylchak, Executive Director of 
Buckhead Heritage Society, for her useful insight and guidance 
throughout the development of this project.  Also a thank you to Dr. 
Dajun Dai for his technical assistance in the data setup and map 
designs. 
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On September 26, 2010 the newest addition to the list of historical 
markers in Buckhead was designated to the Paces Ferry United 
Methodist Church.  The marker was sponsored by the Colonial Dames 
XVII Century Thomas Johnson Chapter of Atlanta, Georgia with a 
historical theme of Religious Site and the Civil War.  This historical 
marker was not included in the data for this project, but it will be 
included in future research and development.
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