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Buckhead
grades well
in charges of
test cheating

By John Schaffner
editor @reporternewspapers.net

No Buckhead schools appeared on
the state’s list of Atlanta schools facing
strong suspicions of possible cheating
on high-profile state tests, a school
board member told residents recently.

In response to staie claims rais-
ing suspicions of possible cheating at
about two-thirds of the city’s elemen-
tary and middle schools, the Buck-
head Council of Neighborhoods ear-
lier this month voted to urge the
Atlanta school board to hire indepen-
dent auditors to investigate the alle-
gations. A week later, on Feb. 18, the
Atlanta school board did just that and
initiated plans for an independent in-
vestigation.

The Atlanta Education Fund,
a not-for-profit organization, will
choose the outside investigator to
perform the audit and will pay for
the investigation. ‘The investiga-
tion will center on schools listed by
state officials as being of “severe” or

see BUCKHEAD, page 18
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"mer Helen Harris. Hermi and Helen were so
close in fact that Hermi frequently told Cecil
that if anything ever happened to her, “Helen
is the gal for you”.

Cecil and Helen settled into a happy life
in the Round House, although they ulti-
mately moved to another home in Buckhead.
But the passage of time was hard on Hermi’s
Bridge and in 2006 it was deemed unsafe for
travel and closed. With only minor repairs
over the years including a new coat of paint
in 1914 and new steel approaches in 1916,
Hermi’s Bridge was in desperate need of at-
tention. So Cecil sprang into action.

With the help of the PATH Founda-
tion, the city of Atlanta and Cobb County,
Cecil headed up an effort to raise the nec-
essary funds to restore the bridge to its for-
mer grandeur. Cecil printed up flyers outlin-
ing the history of the bridge, the details of his
wife’s life and a tally of the associated costs
of the restoration. He also prevailed upon
his friends to contribute to the worthy cause.
And within a relatively short period of time,
Cecil had raised the almost $1million price
tag for the restoration.

Now Hermi’s Bridge has a nice new coat
of blue paint, which is especially fitting given
its proximity to Lovett. The restoration has
also given it new wood decking, which will
permit it to be reopened to foot traffic.

So once again Cecil can sit back and take
solace in the knowledge that Hermi’s Bridge
is safe. But rest assured, Cecil will be watch-
ing closely. And even at 91 years of age, he
will continue to make sure that Hermi's lega-
cy is not neglected or forgotten.

Whright Mitchell is the president of the Buck-
head Heritage Society.

Hermi’s Bridge is being renovated once again

continued from page 1
the Cobb County Department of Transpor-
tation, who is overseeing the project.

“For years, if you wanted to cross the
Chattahoochee there, you had to wait your
turn,” said Buckhead architect Cecil Alexan-
der, now in his 90s and husband of the wom-
an for whom the bridge was named. Alexan-
der and his architectural firm designed the
Coca-Cola headquarters, the former Atlanta-
Fulton County Stadium and other structures
that are part of the Atlanta skyline.

His wife, Hermione Weil Alexander cam-
paigned to save the old bridge in 1972, when
it was retired from service. A decade lat-
er, Hermione Alexander was killed and her
husband was injured when a drunken driver
crashed into the car they were riding in.

‘Michael Lomax, a friend of the couple
who was-then Fulton County Commission
chairman, visited Cecil Alexander in the hos-

pital and asked if there was anything he could.

do. Alexander had a quick answer: They
could name the bridge for Hermi, which is
what everyone called his late wife.

The Fulton Commission officially named
the span for her in 1984.

Fulton County took the lead in the ef-
fort to refurbish the bridge by securing a
$320,000 federal grant from the Atlanta Re-
gional Commission. But it turned out that
Fulton had no authority over the bridge,
which connects Cobb County to the Buck-
head area of the city of Atlanta. So Fulton
transferred the grant to Cobb County, which
has taken the lead on refurbishing the span.

Hen

The restoration project is funded mostly
by Cobb County’s 1-cent sales tax for road
projects. Also, in addition to the $320,000
federal grant, the city of Atlanta and the non-
profit PATH Foundation, which supports
greenways and trails, have provided funding.

Dan McDuff, a consultant who works
with Cobb DOT on its projects, said the
original Fulton estimate for refurbishing the
bridge was $400,000. He said the largest cost
has been associated with sandblasted the peel-
ing, based paint and repainting the bridge.
He said that work alone cost $400,000.

Cates and McDuff explained that work
has been delayed by cold weather because

’s Bridge, connecting Buckhead and Vinings, is scheduled td reopen for pedestrian and
bicycle traffic in early June. The Chattahoochee River bridge was originally opened in 1903
and is named for Hermione Weil Alexander, the late wife of architect Cecil Alexander.

=

they cant paint below 50-degree tempera-
tures, rain and high river levels. They need to
build coffer dams around the bridge pilings
in the river in order to reinforce them with
new concrete. Many of the bridge’s structural
members have been replaced. The final piece
of work will be replacing the wood planks.

When it’s finished, the restored pedes-
trian bridge will be slate blue. It will have
sturdier trusses and piers and new wood-
en decking.

It will again live as a worthy memorial to
Hermione -Alexander. Her former husband,
Cecil, hopes “itll inspire more preservation
than we've had.”




